Healing a natural knockout of epithelial organogenesis.
Ectodermal dysplasias are a large group of rare genetic disorders with developmental abnormalities in skin, teeth, hair and nails. Many of them are clinically serious and impair the life of patients. The cloning of the gene for the most common of them, X-linked anhidrotic ectodermal dysplasia, in 1996 opened the door to dissect novel developmental pathways at the molecular level. Since then, several new genes and proteins with novel functions have been identified.